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THE INAUGURATIO 


Today marks the start of the Biden/Harris administration. Subscribers have access to a bonus 
section highlighting plans for today and the weeks ahead under the ‘Transfer of Power’ tab at 
charlotteobserver.com/eedition. And please see our website for the latest news from today. 
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Biden arrives in DC with 
big plans and problems 


EVAN VUCCI AP 


President-elect Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden, at right, are joined by Vice President-elect Kamala Harris and her husband, Doug Emhoff, 
during a COVID-19 memorial event Tuesday at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool. 


BY BILL BARROW 
AND AAMER MADHANI 


Associated Press 


WILMINGTON, DEL. 

President-elect Joe Biden 
made a sober entrance to the 
nation’s capital Tuesday, ready 
to assume power as America 
reels from the coronavirus 
pandemic, soaring unemploy- 
ment and grave concerns about 
more violence as he prepares to 
take the oath of office. 


Biden, an avid fan of Amtrak, 
had planned to take a train into 
Washington ahead of Wednes- 
day’s Inauguration Day, but 
scratched that plan in the after- 
math of the Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the U.S. Capitol. 

He instead flew into a mil- 
itary airbase just outside the 
capital on Tuesday afternoon 
and then arrived by motorcade 
in fortress D.C. - a city that’s 
been flooded by about 25,000 
National Guard troops guarding 


a Capitol, White House and 
National Mall that are wrapped 
in a maze of barricades and tall 
fencing. 

Shortly before Biden depart- 
ed for Washington, the U.S. 
reached another grim milestone 
in the pandemic, surpassing 
400,000 deaths from the virus, 
according to Johns Hopkins 
University. 

“These are dark times,” Bi- 
den told dozens of supporters in 
an emotional sendoff in Dela- 


ware before departing for 
Washington. “But there’s al- 
ways light.” 

Biden, who ran for the presi- 
dency as a cool head who could 
get things done, plans to issue a 
series of executive orders on 
Day One - including reversing 
President Donald Trump’s 
effort to leave the Paris climate 
accord, canceling his travel ban 
on visitors from several pre- 
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Prisons in NC released inmates 
without performing COVID-19 tests 


BY NICOLE LEWIS AND 
BETH SCHWARTZAPFEL, 
THE MARSHALL PROJECT 


The Marshall Project 


Nacola McNeil warned offi- 
cials at the North Carolina 
Correctional Institute for Wo- 
men that coronavirus was 
spreading in her unit. 

“That virus is here,” she told 
corrections officers in the Ra- 


leigh-based prison in April. 
“What makes you think our 
unit is exempt?” 

McNeil says guards shrugged 
off her concerns, claiming that 
women showing symptoms 
were just suffering from al- 
lergies. But on April 22, one day 
after officials announced the 
first cases at the prison, McNeil 
and a few others were released 
in an effort to stop the virus 


from spreading. 

McNeil was not tested before 
she reported to the dorm-style 
halfway house where she would 
serve the last 30 days of her 
sentence. A few days into her 
stay, she went to the emergency 
room for pain in her hip. She 
ended up testing positive for 
COVID-19 and was admitted to 
the hospital. 

“I was sharing a room with a 


bunch of ladies. By the grace of 
God, no one else got sick,” she 
said, speaking of the reentry 
facility. “I should have been 
tested before leaving prison.” 
John Bull, a spokesperson for 
the North Carolina Department 
of Public Safety, wrote in an 
email that people leaving pris- 
ons “were not tested on their 
release in April,” noting that 
routine prerelease testing did 
not begin until this month. He 
did not directly respond to 
questions about guards dismiss- 
ing McNeil’s concerns about 
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Pediatric 
death tied 
to virus 

is county’s 
youngest 


BY HANNAH SMOOT 
AND ALISON KUZNITZ 


hsmoot@charlotteobserver.com 
akuznitz@charlotteobserver.com 


Mecklenburg County on Tues- 
day reported its first pediatric 
coronavirus-related death, the 
youngest local victim of the 
pandemic to date. 

Public Health Director Gibbie 
Harris said the death was the 
state’s second “pediatric death” 
related to COVID-19. Officials 
did not disclose any additional 
demographic information, in- 
cluding whether the person had 
underlying chronic health con- 
ditions. The victim was under 
the age of 18, Harris said. 

“This is not an acceptable 
situation for Mecklenburg 
County,” Harris said during a 
news conference. “And we need 
to continue to stay focused on 
how we can prevent it from 
happening again.” 

Word of the death comes less 
than a week after Mecklenburg 
officials said a 22-year-old 
resident had died, prompting an 
urgent public health directive — 
in effect through Feb. 2 — for 
residents to stay home and com- 
ply with coronavirus safeguards, 
including wearing a mask and 
practicing social distancing. 

Meanwhile, the county said 
that starting Thursday morning, 
the health department will start 
scheduling vaccinations for 
February, including those cate- 
gorized in Group 1 and 2 of the 
state’s immunization frame- 
work. Patience throughout the 
lengthy vaccine roll-out is cru- 
cial, Harris and Dr. Meg Sulli- 
van, the county’s medical direc- 
tor, said. 

“We understand the anxiety 
and frustration around the vac- 
cination supply, you know. We 
are living it every day,” Sullivan 
said. “And our goal is to get as 
much vaccine as possible out in 
our community.” 

Harris said Mecklenburg pre- 
fers to vaccinate county resi- 
dents, although people from 
other counties won’t be turned 
away. But the health director 
said people should return to the 
same clinic for their first and 
second vaccine shots. 


ENCOURAGING SIGNS 

Mecklenburg surpassed 700 
COVID-19 deaths Tuesday, 
reporting 10 new deaths for a 
total of 707 since March. 
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